Auburn Village School
January 2019
Dear Parents,
I love taking this time to reflect upon the wonders of the New Year. Watching your children flourish with the
guidance of the fantastic teachers at Auburn Village School is a true blessing. While visiting classrooms, I
witness children who are engaged and excited about their learning. I am very proud of the children and
teachers at Auburn Village School and I look forward to more great things in 2019.
We are excited to be participating in our fourth annual Martin Luther King Day. We are excited to be organizing
four separate service projects that students will be involved in for this special day. They include having tea and
dessert and playing games with some residents from a nursing home, making care blankets for ill children at a
local hospital, making placemats for our local meals on wheels, or cutting shoes for children in Uganda who
sometimes get infections from contracting jiggers. The theme of the day is “Understanding others’
perspectives permits us to reduce our unconscious biases”. We will also be inviting Becky Field to speak to
the middle school students. Ms. Field has documented the lives of NH’s immigrants and refugees — weddings,
funerals, workplaces, children at play, sacred ceremonies, and joyful celebrations. Through Becky’s
photographs and stories by NH’s refugees, this book tells of the journeys and celebrates the beauty and
resilience of NH’s new American families.
Please feel free to reach out if you have any needs at all. We are here for you and welcome calls and visits from
our AVS families.
Respectfully,
AVS Administration
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Parents! This is a friendly reminder to turn off your engines if you are parked for longer
than 5 minutes, especially at our school. Reasons not to idle are:
●
Thirty seconds of idling can use more fuel than turning off the engine and
restarting it.
●
Idling equals zero miles per gallon. An idling vehicle is the most inefficient vehicle
on the road.
●
Idling is not an effective way of warming up engines. The best way to warm up an
engine is to drive it.
●
Depending on engine size, one hour of idling can burn a half to a full gallon of
fuel. Idling for 10 minutes uses as much fuel as traveling five miles.
●
Every gallon of gas burned produces about 20 pounds of carbon dioxide, a major
contributor to climate change.
Consuming less fuel by not idling helps to reduce the need to import oil to meet demands. Saving
gasoline or diesel represents conservation of a non-renewable natural resource.
Breathing exhaust fumes increases the risk of cancer, heart and lung disease, asthma, and allergies,
especially in children.

Yearbook News!
The Yearbook needs 8th Grade baby pictures! Attention 8th grade parents! Please send in 3 baby/child
pictures of your student! Every year, as part of the 8th grade pages, we include 2-3 baby/childhood pictures of
the students. However, this cannot happen without your help! Please email these pictures to lpope@sau15.net
ASAP! I have already received some and we have begun placing them on the pages! Thank you in advance!
The Yearbook also needs middle school Boys Soccer and Girls Basketball pictures! If you happen to have
any pictures of your student or student’s team playing the above sports, please email them to lpope@sau15.net.
These pictures can be candids and don’t necessarily have to be action shots; I will take whatever you want to
send! :)

Upcoming Events @ AVS
Jan 15- School Board Meeting @ 6pm
Jan 15- PTA Meeting @ 6:30 (room #126)
Jan 17- Barn Hill Preserve Visit
Jan 18- Pinkerton Electives Day for 8th graders
8:20-1:25 pm
Jan 24- Geography Bee @ 1:45-2:30
Feb 2-School and Town Deliberative (9am
Town, School Follows)

Feb 9- SNOW DATE for School and Town
Deliberative
Feb 12- School Board Meeting @ 6pm
Feb 16- Pinewood Derby @7:30 am-noon
Feb 19- PTA Meeting @ 6pm
Feb 20- Pinkerton Counselors meet with 8th
graders @8:15am-12:30pm
Feb 25-March 1- February Vacation

SCREENAGERS DOCUMENTARY- 3/15/19 10:55 a.m.
Shown at the First Assembly of God Church (45 Myles Drive Auburn)
We are thrilled to present SCREENAGERS: Growing Up in the Digital Age, a documentary about the biggest parenting issue of
our time. We will be showing this documentary as part of our Project Safeguard Event on 3/15/19. Any 7th grade student or
parent that is attending Project Safeguard is automatically signed up to view this important documentary. We are pleased to
open this opportunity up for any member of our school community. The film will be shown at 10:55 a.m. on 3/15/19. If
you are interested in coming to the show, please register and get your ticket here:
https://impactflow.com/event/presented-by-auburn-village-school-9883
Are you watching kids scroll through life, with their rapid-fire thumbs and a six-second attention span? Physician and
filmmaker Delaney Ruston saw that happening with her own kids and began a quest to uncover how it might impact their
development. As with her other two award-winning documentaries on mental health, Ruston takes a deeply personal approach
as she probes into the vulnerable corners of family life, including her own, to explore struggles over social media, video games,
academics and internet addiction. Through poignant, and unexpectedly funny stories, along with surprising insights from
authors, psychologists, and brain scientists, SCREENAGERS reveals how tech time impacts kids’ development and also offers
solutions on how adults can empower their kids to best navigate the digital world to find balance.
SCREENAGERS addresses the most pervasive parenting issue of our time head on—depicting teen struggles over social
media, video games and internet addiction. The film empowers kids to best navigate the digital world and provides practical
resources to help them do it.

Attention 7th Grade Parents/Guardians:
Project SAFEGUARD- 3/15/19 8:05 a.m.-2:35 p.m.
Be on the lookout for sign up information regarding Project Safeguard. You should have received a brochure last month
explaining Project Safeguard. Our speakers are finalizing their workshop descriptions and we will get them out to you by
February 1st for you to choose which sessions you and your student would like to attend. We are trying online sign ups via
Google Forms this year. If you do not have a google account, have no fear, your student does and you will be able to access it
through their account. Here is a sampling of some of our topics this year: Screenagers the documentary, yoga, college
awareness, parenting a teen, mindfulness, cooperative activities, situational awareness, and more. Be on the lookout for the
registration link.

8th Grade News
Martin Luther King Day: 8th grade students are going to be participating in a
community service project this year.
What: Students are going to be partaking in a shoe cutting party! We will be
using the Shoe Party Kits sent to us by Sole Hope to create the stenciled
fabric that will be turned into shoes.
Who: These shoes will be donated to
patients in Uganda who are suffering
from jiggers.
☆To learn more about this organization, what jiggers are and how they
affect people in Uganda, please go to solehope.org.

Pinkerton Information
It’s that time of year again! Students were given their Pinkerton Academy Course Catalogs for 2019-2020.
They’ve also been given Pinkerton Course Selection sheets that are to be returned by February 8th. Over the
course of January and February, their teachers will be filling out course recommendations. If you have any
questions about the process or any of the courses descriptions, please feel free to email your child’s advisor.
We also have a field trip on January 18th where we will be touring Pinkerton’s campus and learning more
about the different elective courses Pinkerton has to offer. This day will be a great chance for students to
decide what courses they might like to take. Field trip forms are due back to your child’s advisor by January
14th.
Note: For further information on upcoming Pinkerton events please continue to check the 8th Grade
Bloomz.

Second Grade News:
Second grade finished the year off with using some
creativity and problem solving! Our Gingerbread STEM
challenge consisted of brainstorming how to create a
structure that was sturdy enough to withstand an
Earthquake. This was a precursor to our Science unit for
the new year, as we will be learning about Earth’s surface
changes and events that shape the Earth. Check out our
classes creative Gingerbread houses! We are looking
forward to the what the new year has in store for second grade!

5 grade news!
th

By: Reilley McCusker

Before the Brave Rally I was super scared because I was participating in one
of the events in the Minute-To-Win It Challenge, called “Suck it Up”. I had to
use a straw to suction an m & m
candy onto it and then bring it to
another cup on a different table.
When we got into the gym it was
as loud as a football game! I was
just sitting there waiting for the
events to start. And eventually
the gym went silent. Two 8th graders
enthusiastically told us how the brave rally was
going to work and after that they yelled
EVERYONE MAKE SOME NOISE!!! Everyone
screamed in excitement and the first event began.
I was in the second event and when they called my
name my heart started pumping, but at least I
knew I wasn't alone. There were 2 people from 5th to 8th grade and then it started. At first I
was a bit clumsy, but I straightened up and me and one of my friends tied with 6th grade and
we both got a point. I was so happy and I can’t wait to do it again.

Mrs. Prunier and Mrs. Cohen’s Book Buddies News!
During the month of December, Mrs. Prunier’s and Mrs. Cohen’s
classes practiced three different Reader’s Theatres: Twas the
Day before Christmas Break, Bob The Goofy Reindeer, and The
Gingerbread Man at Christmas. We practiced for two weeks with
our book buddies. The fifth graders helped the first graders to
read their lines. It was great fluency practice for all. On
performance day, the groups did an amazing job! They
performed for Dr. Collins, Mrs. Murray, Ms. Violette, and Ms.
O’Donnell.

5th Grade News
Contributors: Quinn M., Julia L., Lillian L., Maddy A., and Ella H.
The Exhibition of Learning was an event hosted by the teachers and students on
Wednesday, December 19th at AVS. This was an exciting learning opportunity for all students
in grades 5 - 8. It included concerts by the school band members and presentations by middle
school students. Each grade level did a different project. Fifth graders showcased their “Best
Part Of Me”. The Best Part Of Me project was about a favorite part of their
personality or body. People chose unique things about themselves, like their
voice, heart, feet, hands, and eyes... all the things that they think make them
special. There were some very creative projects including stories, artwork,
shadow puppets, models, slideshows and many more. This project made us
recognize how lucky we are! Thank you to our teachers for the supplies and
helping us along in getting this fun project done! Thanks also to all the
families who attended!

What is light?
First graders have begun a science
unit called light energy. We will be
making observations, conducting
experiments and constructing
explanations to lots of questions!
First, we brainstormed what we
think we know about light and made
a list. We have many interesting
ideas!
We, also, created a chart to start
our thinking about light and sight where we had to agree
with one of these statements: I can see some things without
light or I need light to see things.
Then we looked at a shadow cast by a tree and generated
questions such as: What colors are shadows? How are they
formed? and Why are shadows on the ground? Below is some
of our first grade thinking!

First Grade News!
The First Grade students created Snowmen in a teacher directed
drawing lesson. Many students struggle to draw and are not
confident in their abilities. Teacher directed drawings allow the
students to hear the directions one at a time and then watch the
teacher create it on her picture first.
Directed drawings provide children with lots of practice in
listening, following directions and paying attention to detail. Not
only do they produce great results, but kids feel confident and
identify themselves as ARTISTS. The students were so proud of
their work that they invited Mrs. Fritz and Mrs. Murray in for a
gallery walk of their artwork. This was a wonderful experience!

Mrs. Prunier’s Class

Mrs. McDonald’s Class

Mrs. Moore’s Class

Middle School Exhibition of Learning
We are so proud of our students in 5th through 8th grade as they shared their talents and
knowledge in art, language, music, and science. It was a night filled with campfire stories,
best of me stories, poetry, science creations, working towards positive change in our
world, creating global, local, and multi-sensory art, and wonderful music provided by our
band students. We were so excited to see the amazing youth we have here in our school
and give them the opportunity to take their work to a new level. Students reflected the
next day that they were excited and appreciative to have people, especially those they
didn’t even know, take such an interest in what they had to say. Great job everyone!
We can’t wait to see you at the Spring Exhibition of Learning on Thursday, May 30th!

First Grade
New Year’s Resolutions

Kindergarten
The Kindergarten team is always looking at child development and all of the pieces needed to
help our students become successful learners. Fine motor became our focus in the month of
December. The children were given many opportunities to strengthen these skills. Mrs.
Mullen’s classes had fun with their sensory table, while Mrs. Kaake’s classes work with their
sensory boxes. Activities include using tweezers, pokey pins, Legos, puzzles, clothes pins,
using mini manipulatives, cutting and gluing, and lacing. All of the students were very excited
to put their reindeer headbands together and wear them as seen here. Be sure to ask them about
the kinds of things they do each day. Tasks that we take for granted, such as buttoning and
zipping coats, tying shoes, and coloring, play a very important role in helping to build a child’s
self-esteem. Academic performance can be affected if these skills aren’t strengthened.

January is National Winter Sports TBI Awareness Month
During winter, many of us participate in winter sports such as downhill skiing, snowboarding, ice skating, ice hockey and
snowmobiling. As with most sports there is a risk for injury, most
importantly injuries to the head. Concussion and traumatic head
injury (TBI) can cause long term and sometimes permanent health
issues. Snowboarding had the most concussions, about 30% of
concussions occurred in snowboarding followed by snow skiing at
25%.
What precautions can you take to decrease your chance of incurring a
traumatic brain injury? Here are a few suggestions!
Wear a properly fitting helmet that is designed for the sport you are
participating! Take lessons. Basic lessons will help you learn how to
fall to lower your chance of brain injury! They will also teach you
basic rules of the sport, such as safe skiing/snowboarding and how to enter a trail merge for example. Follow safety rules
like no direct hits to the head for example. If you suspect a person may have had a concussion, remove them from the
activity immediately and have them checked out by a medical professional. Remember to have fun but stay safe this
winter!

Congratulations to all students who participated in the PTA Reflections Art Competition. Twenty-six
students from AVS submitted 58 original pieces of art including literature, paintings, sculptures, film,
photography, music composition and drawings based on the theme “Heroes Around Me”. Of these
entries, 34 pieces of art will be moving on to the state level.
Congratulations to the following students whose art entries will be moving to the state level:
Photography (Primary)
Oliver Monroe (1st & 2nd)
Connor Welch (3rd)
Photography (Intermediate)
Sage Konick (1st)
Anna Stanton (2nd)
Desheng Goodall (3rd)
Photography (Middle)
Scarlett Koestner (1st & 2nd)
Visual Arts (Primary)
Jonah Koestner (1st)
Gia Cannamucio (2nd)
Grace Gauthier (3rd)
Visual Arts (Intermediate)
Harper Cote (1st)
Connor Cote (2nd)
Olivia Magnan (3rd)

Visual Arts (Middle)
Ava Audet (1st)
Lauren Marsh (2nd)
Angelina Newton (3rd)
Music Composition (Primary)
Cassandra Anderson (1st & 2nd)
Jonah Koestner (3rd)
Music Composition
(Intermediate)
Sage Konick (1st & 2nd)
Dance Choreography (Primary)
Eloise Koestner (1st)
Film Production (Primary)
Jonah Koestner (1st)
Film Production (Intermediate)
Siddharth Krishna (1st)
Film Production (Middle)
Paige Sullivan (1st)

Literature (Primary)
Jonah Koestner (1st)
Eloise Koestner (2nd)
Cassandra Anderson (3rd)
Literature (Intermediate)
Rylen Petri (1st & 2nd)
Literature (Middle)
Mary Lachance (1st)
Angelina Newton (2nd)
Delaney Petri (3rd)

AVS Renovation News
The 2019 new year is a significant one for Auburn Village School, one in which the construction and renovation
project will come to a close and our students and educators will be learning and working in a building designed
for a 21st century education. Before we get there though, there’s still a lot of work to do, so a quick update on
where we are with the project and a preview into what’s on deck the rest of the winter and early spring. Yes,
we’re already planning for spring!
New Classroom Wing – Steel is Flying! The new classroom wing is framed and our construction company is
focused on decking, drainage, and wrapping in order to get heat in the structure and begin working on the
inside. The crew has had a challenging fall with record rain and snow and have spent much time pumping
water from the work area. We are currently on track to open the new wing for the 2019-2020 school year.
Temporary Access Road – The temporary access road going behind the Safety Complex and entering the
rear of the school property has been cleared. As we reported in previous updates, the road will be used by the
various trades (plumbing, electrical, painting, glass, doors, etc.) to gain access to the building and keep as
many construction vehicles as possible out of the rear parking lot of the school.
Renovation Planning – The renovation of the school is going to be the most challenging part of the project
due to the short summer window available to do the work. We’ve begun discussing
the logistics involved in clearing the administration area, classrooms, kitchen and cafeteria, and other space
targeted for renovation in time for as much work as possible to be conducted in the 8-10-week summer
timeframe. Adding to the challenge is the reality that much still happens at AVS through the summer – our
administration is still working and AVS, PTA & Parks & Recreation summer programming is in full swing.
Discussions will continue, and the Building Committee will provide ongoing updates through the Crier and other
school and community
communication outlets.

Parks & Recreation News
time last year and this year will be
even better.

Winter Carnival/Burning of
the Trees
Auburn Teen Council
The
Parks
and
Recreation
Department
and
the
Fire
Department will once again be
sponsoring the Annual Winter
Carnival. This event will be held on
Saturday, February 9, 2018 at the
Skating Rink at the Safety Complex
from 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm.
The Winter Carnival will include
open skate time with a DJ, the
annual burning of the Christmas
Trees, roasting marshmallows as
well as hamburgers, hotdogs and
hot chocolate. Please keep in mind
that this event is dependent on the
weather. As we get closer to the
day, we will post any updates or
changes on our Facebook page
(@AuburnNHParksandRec) and on
the website (AuburnNH.us/parksand-recreation)
We will be accepting Christmas
Trees for the Burning of the Trees.
You can drop them off at the
Safety Complex. Please only
leave trees in the marked location.
Or, to make it easy for you, the
Boy Scout Troop 127 will pick up
your Christmas Tree for a $10
donation. For more information
or to sign up for this service,
Shirley Panzieri at caps@comcast.net or 483-0172.

The next meeting of the Auburn
Teen Council is Monday, January
7th at 6:30 pm at the AVS Cafeteria.
The Teen Council is for Auburn
students age 13-17.
Council
members are in the process of
planning a fun event for fellow
Auburn teens. They will also be
helping to set up the Senior Dinner,
volunteer at the Winter Carnival as
well as other community events.
It’s a great opportunity for
students to get involved in the
community while developing
leadership and event planning
skills.
New members are
welcome.

Camp will run from Monday, July
29 through Friday, August 2, 2019.
Campers will meet at the Safety
Complex at 8:30 am and return at
4:30 pm. The fee for the week will
be $279.
Scholarships are
available.
The registration form is on the
website, in the January Crier and
on the Parks & Rec Facebook page.
We do expect this camp to sell out
this year so please register early to
guarantee your spot. If you have
any questions, please contact the
recreation department.

Camp Adventure 2019
It may seem early but registration
is open for the Parks and Rec’s
Camp Adventure for summer of
2019.
This camp, for students
entering grades 5-8, will run for
only one week… it’s a week full of
fun adventures. We will meet at
the Safety Complex in the morning,
hop on the bus and head to the
beach, lake and even the water
park. Our favorite counselors, Mrs.
Lewis, Mrs. Cohen, Mr. DeGraffe
and Mr. Howell, are returning for
second year. Everyone had a great

Recreation@TownofAuburnNH.
com
603-483-5052 x101

Like us on Facebook at
auburnNHparksandrec

