
Questions & Answers from 7th Grade Transition Webinar 
 
1. Is the only differentiation in math? And would that mean one team would have the 
accelerated math track? 
 
The only differentiation by track level is in math.  The accelerated math is an un-teamed course, 
so students from all teams are grouped together in those classes.  That makes it different from 
the team-based, pre-algebra class.  For all other content classes, we use differentiation within 
the classroom, rather than by track/level.  
 
2. Random questions: Are there circle and rectangle tables in the cafeteria? Do you do any 
assigned seating the first few weeks of school? 
 
Yes, the cafeteria is a combination of circle and rectangle tables.  We do not do any assigned 
seating during the first few weeks.  We have ample adult supervision in the cafeteria and 
monitor seating/social relationships on a daily basis to ensure that students are acting in a kind, 
inclusive manner.  
 
3. For gym, there are uniforms. Do the kids have to take showers too? 
 
Students do not shower after PE class. 
 
4. Can you tell me if "instructional supplies" are the same as "school supplies"? Just want to 
make sure I didn't miss anything. 
 
You did not miss anything, instructional supplies and school supplies are the same.  
 
5. Do we need to ask for WIN time, or do the 6th grade LBS / teachers recommend it if our kids 
need it? Do kids see that as punitive? Thanks for the presentation! 
 
WIN is recommended by teachers either at HMS or WJHS.  You are also welcome to ask for it, 
and we can assess if it's the proper fit.  We always work with students to see how a WIN class 
can benefit them.  It's the family's decision to enter WIN if recommended 
 
6. Will there definitely be a 7AA team next year or might it be eliminated if the size of the class 
size is small? 
 
As of now we are planning to have four teams (A, B, C, AA) at WJHS next year.  
 
7. I have a child with severe food allergies.  What differs at WJHS from Highcrest?  
 



We follow the same protocols as Highcrest in regards to students with food allergies.  Our nurse 
will work with families directly to review any medical plans, and that information will be shared 
with all teachers, staff, and administration.  
 
8.  What time is choir and orchestra and what days of the week do these extracurricular classes 
meet?  
 
These classes are both curricular options at WJHS.  Chorus occurs during the Creative Arts 
rotations, and it happens every day during the school day.  Orchestra rehearsals occur 
commonly on M/W/F, yet that can change occasionally due to scheduling issues.  Orchestra 
technique classes occur throughout the daily schedule on differing days of the week.  
 
9. What is LBS? 
 
LBS stands for Learning Behavior Specialist.  LBSs are teachers who work most closely with 
our students on individual education plans (IEP).  
 
10. Can you explain PowerSchool? 
 
PowerSchool is our management system that handles school records.  Parents register 
students through PowerSchool and also have access to student grades that are posted on the 
site.  
 
11.  If you join band, can you start with no experience?  
 
If a student with no band is interested in joining, I would encourage you to email our 7th grade 
band director, Mr. Alex Blomarz, at blomarza@wilmette39.org.  
 
12. Are kids going to keep their iPads from Highcrest or will they be issued a new iPad at 
WJHS?  
 
The iPads are district devices, so students will keep the same one from Highcrest to WJHS. 
 
13. Can you provide more information on gym uniforms and lockers?  What is required?  
 
Students need to have a gym uniform and lock for PE class.  These can be purchased through 
RevTrak on the district website.  
 
14. Is soccer co-ed?  
 
Soccer is a co-ed sport at WJHS.  
 
15. How does participation in New Trier Math impact a student’s schedule? 
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Students in New Trier Math have that content class during 1st period of the WJHS school day. 
They return from New Trier at/near the beginning of 2nd period each day and take the rest of 
their classes at WJHS.  
 

 


