
 

 

 

 
 
December 30, 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
The Licking County Health Department (LCHD) has worked with school administrators throughout 

Licking County since the beginning of the school year to implement COVID-19 guidelines designed to 

keep our schools open with in person learning.  Our guidelines have been updated based on locally 

collected data and updated guidance from the CDC and the Ohio Department of Health.    

LCHD continues to recommend that students and staff wear masks while they are in school.  This has 

been our recommendation since the beginning of the school year.  Our department has identified an 

increase in COVID-19 cases in Licking County over the past week that is likely attributed to the Omicron 

variant circulating in our community.  With this being the case, we felt it was important to restate this 

recommendation as schools in the county reopen next week.  LCHD does not have the authority to 

implement a mask mandate in schools or any other location in Licking County.   

Also, we have updated our K-12 School COVID-19 Guidance Document to reflect the changes 

recommended by the CDC regarding Isolation and Quarantine for individuals diagnosed with COVID-19 

and individuals exposed to someone diagnosed with COVID-19.  The CDC has recommended shortening 

Isolation and Quarantine periods related to COVID-19.  LCHD has adopted all the CDC’s changes, and 

Isolation and Quarantine periods will be shortened from 10 days to 5 days if the individual has no 

symptoms or their symptoms are resolving.  However, individuals that are released from Isolation and 

Quarantine after 5 days will need to wear a mask for an additional 5 days.  There are exceptions to the 

guidelines, and I urge you to please visit our website at https://lickingcohealth.org/covid-19/covid-19-k-

12-school-faqs/ to view the complete updated guidance information. 

As the pandemic continues to unfold, there will likely be additional changes to our School Guidance 

Document.  We will communicate these changes to you and post the updated information on our 

website. 

LCHD understands the importance of in person learning for students across the county, and we will 

continue to work with school leaders to keep our schools open and safe.   

For more information regarding COVID-19, please visit our website at www.lickingcohealth.org  

Sincerely, 

Chad Brown  

Health Commissioner 

Licking County Health Department 
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